Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2008
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Alan Duce
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr Chris Yardley
	


In Attendance

Holly Berwick – Hydrological Assistant

Adrian Clarke – Broads Projects Co-ordinator

Hannah Gray – Conservation Officer (Trinity Broads & Lound)
Lucy Harris – Head of Valley Management

Rob Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services

Simon Hooton – Director of Conservation and Countryside Management
Louise Lloyd – Rights of Way Officer, Norfolk County Council

Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger 
Also in attendance

Mr Peter Howe – Broadland Cycles

19
Apologies for absence


Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Robin Buxton, Graham Downing, Hattie Llewelyn Davies, Tony Howes, George Saunders and Cynthia Wake.
20
Minutes

Subject to a minor amendment with respect to attendance the minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

21
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 10:  Forward Work Plans
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that Active 8 and the Eagle Canoe club were applying to the sustainable development fund to finance the development of a guide to canoe trails in Norfolk, beginning with the Broads. Initial meetings had taken place, and a fact finding operation was currently in progress. 
(2)
Minute 16: Any other Business - Memorial Seat for Laurie Ritchie
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had spoken with the Landscape Architect working on the St Benets Abbey project and that she was in the process of trying to source a native recycled hardwood for the purpose.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management introduced himself and outlined the work areas that his Directorate would be involving itself in in the near future.  In particular he highlighted the challenge of both assessing and managing the effects of climate change. The Forum requested a presentation on climate change, in due course, as this could have an impact on the Forum’s work.

22
Cycling in the Broads


Peter Howe gave a presentation on cycling in the Broads. He was a keen cyclist himself and the owner of a cycle hire business.

He reported that, notwithstanding its increased public profile, in reality the take up of cycling was quite small because it was perceived as being dangerous.  Most people renting bikes enquired about off road routes such as the Bure Way, the Weavers Way and the Marriott’s Way.  

More could be done to promote quiet roads for cycling and he referred to a recent initiative, the North Broads Cycle Network from Stalham to Acle. The route consisted of a network of quiet roads which had been pulled together and plotted on a single map.  It would be available as a booklet through the tourist information centres from May. This had been funded by Leader Plus.


He also updated the Forum on “the three rivers way – active travel scheme” which was being carried out under the auspices of the north Norfolk community partnership and which was promoting active travel routes out of market towns. He referred specifically to a route being proposed from Hoveton to Potter Heigham via Ludham and Horning.


This was currently a very dangerous road and was top of the list for improvement for cycle routes. The Broads Projects Co-ordinator believed there was a possibility that BESL was planning some relevant enhancements in that compartment which could create a two metre wide grass verge. Mr Howes reported that there would be a public information meeting about the proposed scheme at Ludham village hall at 7.30pm on Friday 18 April. 

The Forum thanked Mr Howes for his informative and useful presentation. 


The Forum also considered a report from Sue Bergin of Sustrans regarding the Beccles Cycle Strategy. This was very informative and it was agreed that this should be publicised via the Forum’s website.
23
Canoeing on Trinity Broads


The Forum considered a report by the Conservation Officer (Trinity Broads and Lound) which provided a summary from the Trinity Broads partnership about water-based recreation on the Trinity Broads, with particular focus on canoeing.

RESOLVED


that the report be noted.
24
Update on National Access Forum and Access Management Grant


The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee Services which updated them on the current situation with regard to the National Access Forum and set out a request from the Ramblers Association to lobby Natural England for the continuation of the Access Management Grant Scheme.
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had attended the Regional Conference alluded to in paragraph 2.5 of the report.  Apparently there had only been two nominations from Access Forums in the region putting forward proposed members for the National Access Forum.  The Natural England staff were taking the issue away to seek further nominations. 
The Forum reiterated its support for a National Access Forum and recognised that it would be a very valuable body to have two way communications with.

With regard to the request from the Ramblers Association for the Forum’s support in its bid to secure the continuation of Access Management Grant, it was agreed that an appropriate letter should be sent to Natural England.
25
Local Access Forum: Forward Work Plan

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger setting out the forward work plan.  The plan had been brought forward for monitoring purposes.
There was some discussion about the Greater Norwich Partnership project and the desirability of having someone from the partnership to attend the next Forum meeting to provide an update and answer questions.
Mr Walpole made reference to an item discussed at the Regional Conference whereby funding could be obtained from Government to fund the development of ”health walks”.  It seemed likely that two officers from the County Council would be developing 150 such walks across Norfolk.  This would be subject to discussion between the County Council and the Broads Authority.  It would be appropriate for the Authority to consult the Forum.

The Head Countryside Ranger referred to a joint training day with Norfolk and Suffolk LAF’s.  Officers from Norfolk County Council and the Broads Authority would be approaching the Access Company to contract them to run workshops on some of the following themes:

· agri schemes;
· health walks;
· funding; and
· discovering Lost Ways

The Head Countryside Ranger indicated that he would welcome updates from members of the Forum on items in the forward programme.

RESOLVED


to note the progress reported in respect of the forward work plan of the BLAF. 
26
Broadland Flood Alleviation project: Update on Access Enhancements

The Forum considered a report by the Broads Projects Co-ordinator which provided an update on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that are currently being worked on by Broads Authority and BESL officers. 
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator reported that he was now in discussion with BESL about possible future enhancements for 2010/11.  He was waiting to receive the projected programme and would forward it to Forum members once it had been received.

There had been some discussions in relation to Martham dyke with the Environment Agency which was keen to show that it was committed to angling enhancements.  No charges would be made for using the Martham and Worlingham slipways but they would be managed.

BESL was about to go out to consultation on Compartment 4 in the Ant Valley – How Hill to Barton Broad.

Gary Simons raised concerns about a footpath which had been closed  at Cantley as a result of work by BESL.There was no clear signage and an alternative footpath had subsequently been removed. Given the extended closure of the path, he was keen that the alternative path be re-instated.  The Broads Projects Co-ordinator undertook to investigate the matter.

With regard to concerns expressed by some members of the public in the area the Broads Projects Co-ordinator reported that he had not been able to find any evidence of dumped materials. 


RESOLVED


to note the report.
27
Most Improved Path Awards
The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management suggested that rather than having a rather generalised award the Forum consider specific target areas for improvement and devise an award scheme around these.  The areas and the kinds of improvements that were being sought needed to be the subject of focused discussion and could possibly be included as part of the facilitated discussion with the Norfolk and Suffolk LAFs at the proposed training day in October/November. 

The Forum agreed to proceed on the basis outlined above and requested the Head Countryside Ranger to bring an update to the next meeting in June.

28
Wherryman’s Way Extension

Mr Walpole reported that the successful bid by Sustrans and Connect 2 to create a cycle/walking route from the city to the Country Park had been allocated in total £1 million. However, the project came under the umbrella of the Greater Norwich Development Partnership (GNDP) and consequently it was linked to the Deal Ground.  It was apparent that the scheme would not go ahead until the proposals in respect of the Deal ground had become clearer. The total cost of the overall scheme was believed to be in the region of £3.5 to £5million. He had requested an update from the Director of Planning and Strategy.  This had been circulated and read as follows: 
“The GNDP was encouraged by government to make a significant bid for growth funding for the next 3 years to include green infrastructure projects. This was one of the identified projects which may have received some funding. In the event government allocated very much reduced amounts to growth cities so new sources of funding will need to be identified for all the infrastructure requirements of growth.  Nevertheless the partnership is hopeful that it will be able to find some contribution.  Of course, funding is not the only issue and access across private brownfield sites is tied up with assessments of any development opportunities which might enable the sites to be brought forward.”
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management reported that the GNDP was seeking to establish a steering group to take matters forward and it was believed the Authority would be invited to join this (along with a representative from the Whitlingham Charitable Trust).  This would hopefully help to progress matters.


RESOLVED


to note the current situation and to request an up date to the next meeting
29
Any other business

Liz Brooks referred to the issue of the planning permission being granted for a car park at St Benet’s Abbey.  There was only one access track and she was not confident that account had been taken of existing rights to ride horses down there.  The Head Countryside Ranger undertook to look into the matter and report back.
Chris Wright referred to a resolution of the Forum at its meeting of 11 October 2005 following a presentation by Tamsin Phipps of the British Canoe Union requesting “a report back on the issue of closed broads once the Authority begins work in that area in accordance with the 5-year action plan”.  He requested an update to the meeting in September.
The second part of that resolution “that the Director of Research and Strategy in his discussions with Essex and Suffolk Water to raise the issue of possible access for canoes as well as rowing boats” had in effect been covered by the item considered earlier in respect of Canoeing on the Trinity broads.
30
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 18 June at a venue to be agreed.

The meeting concluded at 5.15pm
Chairman
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